


Two cousins reunite in Brooklyn when a run-in with 
an ex turns the night into a mission of revenge. 



Synopsis
Two cousins born in separate countries reunite in Brooklyn when a run-in with an ex turns the night 
into a mission of revenge. COUSINS explores cultural disconnect between family members and 
identity within oneself. 



The lyrics in the nursery rhyme “Al Asfoura” 
sung by the two cousins asks, “Where is your 
house, little bird? I only see you flying.” 
Growing up in America, I often felt 
untethered from my roots in Syria. COUSINS 
explores cultural disconnect between family 
members and identity within oneself. What 
does it mean to belong somewhere, and how 
do we find our way back?

Director’s Statement



Karina Dandashi is a  Syrian-American Muslim filmmaker 

born and raised in Pittsburgh, PA. Her films explore 

nuances in identity through the intersection of family, 

religion, and culture in Southwest Asian and North African 

(SWANA) and Muslim communities in America. Her work 

has been featured in numerous Oscar-Qualifying festivals 

around the U.S. and recently screened at The Museum of 

Modern Art. Karina is a 2020 Creative Culture Fellow at 

The Jacob Burns Film Center and a 2021 Sundance Ignite 

Fellow. She was featured in Marie Claire’s inaugural 

Creators Issue as one of the “Top 21 Creators to Watch'' in 

2022. 

Director’s Bio



Aya Hamdan is a Palestinian-American producer based in 

Brooklyn, NY. She is a Film Independent Producing Lab and 

Rotterdam Lab fellow. Aya founded 10 Mils Productions, 

through which she leverages her business background, the 

power of story, and her commitment to representation in 

the media to support storytellers from her communities. 

Aya co-produced DUNYA'S DAY, which won the short film 

Jury Award for International Fiction at the 2019 Sundance 

Film Festival. She produced Karina Dandashi’s DRESS UP 

which premiered at the Oscar®-qualifying film festival 

Aspen Shortsfest in 2022.

Producer’s Bio

https://www.10mils.com/


Karina Dandashi is a queer Syrian- 
American Muslim writer, director, 
and actor born and raised in 
Pittsburgh, PA. She has starred in 
three of her short films. SHORT 
SHORTS (2020), DRESS UP (2022) 
and COUSINS (2023).

Cast
Ribal Rayess is a multidisciplinary 
artist and creative director of 
Movement Design and founder of 
Diggers Delight Records. His work 
delves into the realm of storytelling 
through the mediums of sound and 
moving image. 

Monica Sanborn is a 
multidisciplinary artist based in 
Brooklyn, NY. Her most recent film 
work includes Jefferson Ave.  She is 
a proud company member with 
Theater Mitu working most recently 
as a co-creator and performer of 
Utopian Hotline.

Zayn Alexander is a 
Lebanese actor and 
filmmaker based in 
New York City.
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Written and Directed by Karina Dandashi
Produced by Aya Hamdan
Consulting Producers: Sean Weiner and Arno Mokros

Director of Photography: Pete Quandt
Production Designer: Julia Dipietro
Editors: Sean Weiner and Karina Dandashi
Additional Editor: Taylor Gianotas
Sound Design: Sara Kaddouri

Music
“Al Asfoura” by Majida El Roumi
“Radio Romance” by Mashrou’Leila
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Tech Specs
USA | 13 minutes | 2022 | Color | Digital/DCP | English

Assistant director: Saleem Gondal
Script Supervisor: Ramiel Petros
Assistant camera: Hannah Whisenant 

  Sophia Feuer
Gaffer: Asya Segalovich
Key Grip: Marina Charriton
Production Sound Recordist: Christian Guinanzaca
Production Assistant: Samina Saifee
Still Photography: Sam Ferguson
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Post-Production Assistant: Sam Ferguson
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Social
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Film Website
10mils.com/film/cousins 
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